
 

Meet your new officers! 
 
Elizabeth (Liz) Ogden, President 
Liz is the new president. She lives with her family on Sea View Avenue. Over the years 
she has served the HSOG in many capacities: 1st Vice President, Treasurer, House Tour 
chairperson, and museum director are just some of the contributions she has made. 
 
Philip May, 1st Vice President 
Phil has been a pillar of the Society for many years. This past term he served as 2nd Vice 
President. Early on he served as president for 12 years. During his presidency he founded 
the museum at its present site. 
 
Sam Olshan, 2nd Vice President 
Sam has been the assistant treasurer for the past four years. In his spare time he serves on 
the Citizen’s Patrol with his wife, Louise. 
 
Kim Brittingham, Recording Secretary 
Kim lives on the south end of the Grove. She marched with the HSOG in the 4th of July 
Parade and serves as a docent at Centennial Cottage. Most recently we served as a reen-
actor on the women’s walking tour this past summer.  
 
Gayle Aanensen, Corresponding Secretary 
Our new corresponding secretary is known to most of you as the former recording secre-
tary. She is a very active member of the HSOG. A well-known author of books for young 
people, she is also a docent in the museum and writes for the House Tour booklet. 
 
Linda Dousis, Treasurer 
Linda has been visiting Ocean Grove since she was four years old, but just permanently 
moved here last December. She is the former owner of a manufacturing company. Cur-
rently, she is a consultant and teacher of QuickBooks at Raritan Valley Community Col-
lege.  
 
Jean Buckley, Assistant Treasurer 
Jean is a longtime Ocean Grover. She has been active here since childhood. Presently, 
she is a docent at Centennial Cottage as well as a volunteer at the yearly Teddy Bear Tea. 
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Mark your calendars for our annual House Tour , Friday, July 17. For reservations call 732-774-1869  

  The HSOG  is a non-profit 501(3)(C) 
  independent organization. The 
  HSOG received an operating support  
  grant from the New Jersey Historical   
  Commission a division of the Depart  
  ment of State.  

                
    

   NEWSLETTER  Fall 2014 
Vol. XLVII  No. 88 

www.oceangrovehistory.org 

 

   CONTENTS 

 

   Text “HSOG” to 22828 to 
join our email mailing list! 



President’s message                    
 

As this is my last president’s message, I want to 
take the opportunity to thank all of those who 
have contributed to the HSOG in the last four 
years. The officers and the executive board have 
given so much of their free time supporting the 
numerous projects and events on our busy calen-
dar. To be successful, a historical society must be 
a community effort and that has been the case 
with the HSOG.  
 
First, the tenters who opened their tents for our 
walking tours and the tent tours, thank you. Next, 
thank you to all of you who allowed us to put your 
homes on our annual house tour. And then there 
were all of you who acted as docents at said house 
tour. Not to be forgotten are all the people who 
attended our events. I have been especially grate-
ful to the Camp Meeting for allowing us access to 
their facilities over the years. 
 
Though I will miss my position as president of the 
HSOG, I am happy to turn the job over to some-
one who so loves the Society.  Gail D. Shaffer 
 
My name is Liz Ogden, I am the new President of 
the HSOG.  I have been involved with the HSOG 
for 16 years. I was a docent for my first years. 
Over the years, I have held many positions on the 
Executive Board which has included being  the 
Treasurer, Second Vice President and First Vice 
President. I am a Life Member. I am looking for-
ward to serving the organization over the next two 
years. Liz Ogden 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s report  
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Since its founding in 1970, 
the Historical Society of 
Ocean Grove has pledged 
itself  to preserve, docu-
ment, and encourage com-
munity interest in the his-
tory of Ocean Grove.  The 
purpose of this non-profit 
Society is to sustain the 
heritage and honor of be-
ing designated a National 
Historic District.  A legacy 
of past tradition which in 
current practice is pre-
served and includes: 
 
 The Camp Meeting 

heritage of Ocean 
Grove and Ocean 
Grove’s unique history 

 The family seashore  
resort of natural beau-
ty that has welcomed 
and delighted vaca-
tioners including U.S. 
presidents and other 
famous people 

 The Historic District 
buildings, structures, 
and objects that we 
control and maintain 

 The largest assem-
blage of authentic Vic-
torian  architecture in 
the nation established 
as a 19th century 
planned community. 

 

page 2 

ACCOUNT 9-30-2014 

Operational/Payroll Account $34,009.52 

Fountain Fund $4,303.50 

Angel of Victory Fund $8,419.42 
 

Mary Buckman Cottage 
Endowment Fund $5,344.23 

Endowment Fund $3,486.40 

Savings 18 mo CD $10,622.19 

 

   Like us on facebook to stay up 
    to date with all the day to day  
      happenings of the HSOG! 

Dollhouses of the past and present 
exhibit 
 
We are anticipating another blockbuster show this 
year! We already have our oldest house  and it dates 
back to approximately 1880. There will be houses of 
different styles and time periods, roomboxes, dolls, 
toys and lots more. We hope you will come by and 
visit us on one of the following dates:  Saturday, 
November 29th -10am – 2pm, Saturday, December 
6th – 10am-4pm and Saturday December 13th, 10am 
– 4pm and Sunday December 14th, 12:00-3:30pm. 
Vicki Bacolo 

 

Dollhouses of the Past & Present 

Sat., Nov. 29th 10am-2pm 
Sat., Dec. 6th 10am-4pm 
Sat., Dec. 13th 10am-4pm 

Sun., Dec. 14th 12pm-3:30pm 
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Historical society revises membership: Adds additional benefits 

 

Membership in any organization today must have value and the HSOG has much to offer its members.  Recently, its board voted to revise its 
membership offerings and categories to include additional benefits for its members.   
 
“Our current revisions increase the ‘value added’ component of our organization,” said newly elected President Elizabeth Ogden. “We offer 
many unique programs to those who live in Ocean Grove as well as to those who visit here regularly.  We’re confident these changes will en-
courage their continued commitment to the Historical Society,” she said.  
 
New levels of membership have been named for prominent citizens whose impact has done much to benefit Ocean Grove and its history.   New 
sustaining members will be a part of the Aschenbach membership, named for Edith Aschenbach who founded the Historical Society.  New pa-
tron members will honor the generosity of the Mary Skold and the late Robert Skold, who purchased Centennial Cottage and who, through their 
financial endowment, continue to maintain it.  Dr. Mildred Hardeman has made a significant impact on the Historical Society and its programs 
through her generosity.  The Mildred Hardeman Club and its circle of givers signify the highest level of support for the HSOG.  
 
New offerings include special tours, tickets for the annual House & Garden Tour, discounts with local merchants and businesses, and more. 
New members and those renewing their membership will be active immediately and will be current until January 1, 2016. Our new membership 
categories are outlined here: 
 
 

Individual, $25 (covers one adult member) 
Senior*/Students/Military:  $15 (covers one adult member) 

 Members Guided Tour of Museum (Three tours will be offered 
each summer) 

 10% discount in the Museum Gift Shop 

 Summer & Fall/Winter News Publication sent to members 

 Three member meetings held annually 
*62 and over 
Family: $50  (Covers two adult members-children under 12 are free) 

 Same benefits as Individual Membership 
Aschenbach Sustaining Member:  $125 (Covers 2 adult members) 

 Same benefits as Family Membership, plus: 

 Two Complimentary Tickets for a Members Only Walking Tour 
(Three Tours will be offered each summer) 

 10% discount or designated offer with select local merchant 
*Current lifetime members will automatically receive Sustaining 
membership benefits. 
Edith Aschenbach is owed much gratitude, as she founded the Histor-
ical Society of Ocean Grove in 1969. She was a long-term resident of 
Ocean Grove and died here, in 2004, at the age of 102.  
Skold Patron: $225 (covers two adult members) 

 Same benefits as Family Membership, plus: 

 Two Complimentary Tickets for annual House & Garden Tour 

 Unique Twilight Tour for two of Centennial Cottage (Two special 
tours will be offered each summer) 

 10% discount or designated offer with select local merchants 

 Listing on Donor Board, displayed in Museum and published an-
nually 

Robert and Mary Skold have helped bring history alive in Ocean 
Grove.  They donated Centennial Cottage in 1969 to the Camp Meet-
ing Association in honor of the 100th anniversary of the founding of 
Ocean Grove.  The Cottage is maintained and managed by the Histori-
cal Society. The Skolds continue their generous support.  
Business/Corporate: $300  (Covers business owner and one other 
individual) 

 Same benefits as Skold Patron, plus: 

 Complimentary ¼ page advertisement in House & Garden Tour 
booklet (or equivalent discount with purchase of a larger ad) 

Join Our Dr. Mildred Hardeman Club:  $500 (covers two adult 
members) 
Any donor at the annual $500 level automatically joins our Dr. Mil-
dred Hardeman Club.  Each member receives the following: 

 Same benefits of Skold Patron, plus: 

 Invitation to a Special Event at a Historic Home  (Members Day 
Event) 

 Special commemorative boardwalk paperweight 

 Complimentary ticket for any summer workshop at Centennial 
Cottage (based on availability) 

 Two Complimentary Tickets for Members Specialty Tour (Three 
offerings each summer) 

 Donors at $1,000 or more are indicated as part of the Dr. Mildred 
Hardeman Circle of Givers. 

Dr. Mildred Hardeman has been an Ocean Grove resident for over 
40 years and a major supporter of the historical society and its 
work.  She retired from Queens College in New York, after a distin-
guished academic career as a professor of education. 
 
The Historical Society of Ocean Grove is a 501(c) charitable organi-
zation. Memberships and donations are tax-deductible to the full ex-
tent allowed by the IRS. 
 
 

Please Note: 
Member Tours will be offered each summer. Tickets for tours 
must be requested in advance through the Historical Society 
Office and must be picked up by those making the request. 
Tickets are based on availability and should be requested at 
least three weeks before a given event. Dates and information 
about annual Members Walking Tours, Member Museum 
Tours, the Specialty Tours, and the Twilight Tours at Centenni-
al Cottage will be published each year in the summer newslet-
ter and will be posted on the Society’s website. 
 
Our Membership Meetings are held three times annually. Each 
member is entitled to vote at Member Meetings. Individual, 
Senior, Student & Military members receive one vote. All oth-
ers receive two votes. We also feature distinctive programming, 
open to the public. In the past, program topics have ranged 
from the history of carousels at the Jersey Shore to the influ-
ence of women in the history of Ocean Grove. 
 
Attention Landlords: 
Please share this newsletter with your tenants. If you would 
like additional copies of the newsletter for your tenants, 
please let us know. 
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Women in history explored through popular summer walking tours 
 
The early history of Ocean Grove includes aspects of women’s rights unheard of in other parts of the United States during the later part of 
the 19th century.  Those fascinating aspects were explored in a series of women’s history walking tours that were “sold out” over the sum-
mer.   
 
At a time when women had few civil and economic rights, the 
women of Ocean Grove pursued their passions and talents as phy-
sicians, entrepreneurs, hotel owners and managers, real estate 
moguls, preachers, evangelists, and state and national leaders of 
the Women’s Christian Temperance Union.  
 
The tours, which will be given again next summer, provided an 
overview of the first 30 years of Ocean Grove’s history, centering 
on how the tenets of the Methodist Camp Meeting town provided 
a place of opportunity for women. By 1900, 63% of the town 
population was female, the largest portion being single and wid-
owed women.  The tour highlighted the remarkable roles these 
women played in the growth and development of Ocean Grove, 
through their own voices, as stops included visits with Sarah 
Corson Downs, Phoebe Palmer and Matilda and Lydia Bull.  
 
Gayle Aanensen of Ocean Grove portrayed Sarah Corson Downs. 
A teacher, journalist, activist and president of the New Jersey 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union, Downs was an extremely 
successful businesswoman and entrepreneur. Phoebe Palmer, 
known as the “Mother of the Holiness Movement,” was depicted 
by Margaret Joanne Cotton, also of Ocean Grove. An internation-
al evangelist, Palmer held meetings around the globe yet spent 
her summers in Ocean Grove preaching in the auditorium and 
holding daily morning meetings with her husband, Dr Walter 
Palmer, in the tabernacle.  Louise Olshan and Kim Brittingham, 
both of Ocean Grove, portrayed the sisters, Matilda and Lydia Bull who owned one of the larger hotels in this era, the Aurora. The sisters 

characterize many self-supporting women at the time who made their living 
in the tourist trade, often by owning and/or managing large hotels.  
 
Dr. Lyndell O’Hara of Ocean Grove developed and leads the tours. Dr. 
O’Hara, an academic historian, with particular expertise on women in 
American history has also developed the current exhibit at the Museum, 
which is titled “The Severs Women of 35 Atlantic.” It highlights the lives of 
Viola and Olive Severs who arrived in Ocean Grove with their parents as 
children in the late nineteenth century. At a time when only seven percent of 
American women received a college education, both of these women at-
tained not only a bachelor’s degree, but graduate degrees as well. A collec-
tion of pictures, letters, cards, clothing and household items found in the 
basement of their home provides the basis for this exhibit and creates a fam-
ily timeline from 1885 to the mid-1960s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gayle Aanensen of Ocean Grove portrayed Sarah Corson 
Downs, a noted teacher, journalist, activist and president 
of the New Jersey Women’s Christian Temperance Union.  
Aanensen recently published “Summer of the Suffragists,” 
a book set in 1905 in Ocean Grove.  

Save the date for 2015 
women’s history tours! 

June 25, 2015 
July 23, 2015 

August 20, 2015 

Louise Olshan (left) and Kim Brittingham, both of Ocean Grove, 
portrayed the sisters, Matilda and Lydia Bull, who owned one of the 
larger hotels in this era, the Aurora.   
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Retrospect 
From the files of Richard Gibbons. Mr. Gibbons wrote for the Ocean Grove Times for 
many years. The HSOG has permission to use his articles in our newsletter. This was 
published September 2, 1982. 

Draw a fairly straight line across the map of the United States from Ocean Grove to the 
Pacific. At the western end of that line you will be fairly near California’s fabled Monterey 
Peninsula. One of the show places of that coastal land 3,000 miles away is Pacific Grove. 

The New York Times travel section told recently of the “endearing sophistication” of Pacif-
ic Grove and its Victorian homes, and its “similarity to Ocean Grove, NJ.” 

There’s a reason for all this. Pacific Grove is just one of the many legacies of the REV. 
WILLIAM B. OSBORN, founder of Ocean Grove. 

Osborn has been described by his contemporaries as “impulsive,” “enthusiastic,” “explorer, 
originator, brilliant planner and daring executor.” 

Here are some of his accomplishments: founder of the National Holiness Association, origi-
nator of the National Camp Meeting at Vineland, agent for the Vineland Seminary, first 
superintendent of Ocean Grove. 

William B. Osborn was the son of a Methodist preacher and was “reclaimed at a camp 
meeting and called to the ministry”, as according to Morris Daniels’ Golden Jubilee History 
of Ocean Grove (1919). 

Osborn’s early ministry was at Vineland and it was there that he received the inspiration to 
establish a seaside camp meeting. Starting in 1852, he made many exploratory trips to the 
Atlantic seashore between Cape May and Long Branch and at times nearly decided on loca-
tions in Cape May County (Seven Mile Beach) and then between Long Pond (Wesley Lake 
and Sunset Lake). If his final decision had been the latter, Ocean Grove would not be the 
southern part of Asbury Park. 

However, after one final exploration, through snow-covered brush and dune, Rev. Osborn selected a well-treed, isolated area between Long 
Pond and Goose Pond (Fletcher Lake).  

The rest is local history, except for where William B. Osborn is concerned. 

True enough, he received an appointment to Greenville and Ocean Grove, so that he could devote time to supervising the planning and develop-
ment of Ocean Grove. But within a few years, he was off to Florida, then Georgia, then California, Oregon, India and Australia. 

Editorial writers at the time of his death in 1902 stated that William B. Osborn founded 12 religious resorts and helped form 30 camp meetings. 
These included the afore-mentioned Pacific Grove in California. Other living monuments to his “explorer and originator” career are Lanowli in 
India and Ocean Grove in Australia. 

Does the following sound familiar? 

“The faithful, following the strictest of codes regarding drinking, smoking, swearing and other pursuits, lived originally in tents …the town re-
mained for many years one of the most morally restrictive places.” 

The paragraph is borrowed from the New York Times description of Osborn’s California camp meeting at Pacific Grove.  

Pioneer President Stokes was forever solicitous of the career and well-being of Founder Osborn. When it was learned that Rev. Osborn would be 
returning to Ocean Grove, the people of the Grove took up a special fund and built a handsome cottage at Pilgrim Pathway and Lake Avenue. On 
July 15, 1873, the cottage was presented to Founder Osborn at a gala ceremony. The location was just east of Thompson Pak now (Founders’ 
Park) and not too far away from the spot where Osborn erected the first tent in the Grove four years earlier. Dr. Stokes, was usual, wrote a spe-
cial poem for the occasion. Its theme was “Pioneer Brother, we welcome you back.” 

According to Mrs. Osborn, whose book, “Pioneer Days of Ocean Grove,” is a collector’s item, “Mr. Osborn overcome by this unexpected kind-
ness, made the best reply he could.” 

The late HOWARD L. SMITH SR., and his wife jet-planed half way around the world to Victoria, Australia a dozen years ago. They made the 
trip in less time than it took Rev. Osborn to travel by wagon from Vineland to Ocean Grove a hundred years earlier. The smiths fulfilled a long-
time ambition to see what Founder Osborn had accomplished in another hemisphere. They found Ocean Grove, Australia to be “another Ocean 
Grove, New Jersey,” in many ways, and a place that remembered its zealous founder with love and appreciation. 
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Cottage Update 
 
Despite the never-ending winter of 2014, the summer in Ocean 
Grove seemed to appear and disappear in the blink of an eye.  At the 
Centennial Cottage we welcomed 910 visitors through our doors this 
season.  Eighteen docents generously gave of their time and they 
educated all who visited our Victorian cottage. 
 
The gardens were also home to a series of 17 workshops. There were 
140 participants in the various classes, and we are grateful to all who 
chose to spend a few hours with us.  As always, we were fortunate to 
present a variety of techniques and skills to those participating, 
thanks to the expertise of Barbara Calvo, Margaret Cotton, Robin 
Elodie Dabler, Carol Grant, Laura McHugh, and Mindy Shapiro.  
Plans are already in the works for another summer of interesting 
offerings; please check our website in the winter . 
 
Thank you to all who graced our door and contributed to the contin-
uing story of Centennial Cottage.  We look forward to visiting with 
you next season! Mary Solecki 

Former HSOG President, Gail Shaffer, presents the final check to 
Camp Meeting Association COO/Director, JP Gradone, completing 
the HSOG’s pledge to the Together Campaign.  
 
The Executive Board of the Society voted to support the Together 
fund by pledging $10,000 to the fund marked for Thornley Chapel. 
The HSOG was happy to make more than our pledge earning over 
$13,000. We thank everyone who attended the tent tour and espe-
cially those who opened their tents for the occasion. 

Help us expand our archives: 

We are in need of photos of 

the Ocean Grove Merry Go 

Round. Please email any  

photos you might have to 

info@oceangrovehistory.org 

or call (732)774-1869 to 

make arrangements to drop 

them off at the historical 

society. 

The artistic students of the Basic Drawing class, led by Laura 
McHugh. 

Turning scraps into treasures at the Quilt As You Go Log Cabin 
Block workshop, led by Carol Grant. 
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THANK YOU, DOCENTS! 
 
What would we do without our faithful docents who serve all summer at our Museum and Centennial Cottage?  
These are the volunteers who greet, educate, and entertain our visitors on a weekly basis.  Our HSOG executive of-
ficers and committee chairmen wish to thank the following docents (in no particular order) for their service this past 
summer: 
 
Alice Probst     Mary Solecki     Marilyn Last 
Myrna McLaughlin    Gail Hutton     Kim Brittingham 
Andrew McGeady    Carol Wilusz     Jean Buckley 
Gayle Aanensen    Andrea & Scott McGuire   Emily Deuchar 
Karen Spilatro     Kim Byham     Emma James 
Linda Bauer     Ruth Dowden     Bill Massaro 
Ruth Higgins     Mary Martin     Louise Olshan 
Lydia Locke     Alice Singer     Carolyn Ripley 
Anita DiGiulio    Margaret Cotton    Bob Waitt 
 
We always need more docents!  Please come to our delicious Docent Tea next June if you’d like to join this group, or 
just call the office.  


