
 

The Historical Society of Ocean Grove is happy to announce its 10th  Anniversary Cele-
bration of “Dollhouses of the Past” Exhibit this coming Holiday season.  We’re pleased 
to have a diverse collection, including a scale model of Thomas Jefferson’s, 
“Monticello” and a house that was made for a Benjamin Moore Historical Paint Promo-
tion.  In addition to the houses, local and regional artists have been busily making minia-
ture artwork, and there are a variety of mediums and themes covered.  Please join us  
Saturdays, November 26, December 3 , 10 and 17 and Sunday, December 11 at the Mu-
seum, 50 Pitman Avenue.         Vicki Bacolo 
 

Historical Societies to sponsor Christmas tour  
 
The HSOG is joining forces with the Asbury Park Historical Society to sponsor Christ-
mas Lights Tour to New York City on Sunday, December 4. The tour will include lunch 
at Ristorante S.P.Q. R. in the heart of Little Italy, a visit to Bryant Park’s Holiday Bazaar 
which includes Kiosks of unique gifts and crafts. Afterward, we will view the Christmas 
lights along 34 Street and Fifth Avenue with leisure time at Rockefeller Center. The bus 
will depart the Asbury Train Station at 10:30am and return at 8:45pm. The cost is $99 
which includes lunch, taxes and all tips. Call Teddy Chomko at 732-869-4478 or Susan 
at the museum 732-774-1869 for further questions or reservations.      
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Mark your calendars for our annual House Tour , Friday, July 20. For reservations  call 732-774-1869  
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Preparing to sell house tour tickets are Stephanie 
Carr, Sam Olshan, Gail Shaffer, Liz Ogden,  Dan 
Garrow and Ray Russomano 
 

President’s Message                        
 
As the 2011 season nears its end I would like to 
thank all our members who helped make the 
year so successful. We could not sponsor all the 
events we do without the efforts of our members 
and friends. 
 
More than 4,000 visitors viewed our museum 
and over 1,000 toured Centennial Cottage. Our 
walking tours were more successful than ever. 
The auctions and theater trips, both spring and 
fall, along with the shows continued to draw 
crowds with only one hitch, Irene! The hurri-
cane forced us to cancel the August Postcard 
Show which impacted our “pocketbook.” 
      
Our season has not ended as of yet. We will be 
participating in the Ocean Grove Chamber of 
Commerce Victorian Holiday Festival. We will 
be presenting our 10th annual Dollhouse and 
Miniature show.      
 
Believe it or not we are already preparing for 
the 2012 summer season. We need your help 
and hope you will volunteer to be a docent in 
the museum or Centennial Cottage, or a spotter 
at one of our exciting auctions, or a chairperson 
at one of our many other events. There are nu-
merous activities in which you could participate. 
Just give Susan a call at the Museum, and one of 
our board members will  get back to you. 
 
Again, thank you for all you have done to make 
our year so successful.       Gail D. Shaffer             
                
Museum has a new look 

 

June 11 was a banner day for the HSOG. This was 
the day of the reopening of the newly refurbished 
Museum. Due to the efforts of Rose Myers and Ray 
Russomano a grant was received from the New Jer-
sey Historical Commission to complete the project.  
The museum will be open Dec. 3, 10, 11 & 17.  
 

Treasurer’s Report  
 
Financially, the HSOG continues to be healthy 
if somewhat more lean than in years past as we 
too suffer the effects of the global economic 
downturn.  Attendance and revenues from our 
major fundraisers were all down this year.  Hur-
ricane Irene forced the cancellation of the Sum-
mer Postcard Show which was not only the loss 
of booth rentals (which had to be refunded) but 
also up front advertising and promotions for 
which we had already paid. 
 
 In addition, the society chose to make some 
long overdue infrastructure upgrades to the mu-
seum in conjunction with the state funded reno-
vation earlier this year.  Most of those upgrades 
(e.g., painting, electrical work, adding hot water 
service, etc.) were convenient to do when the 
museum space had been cleared for the new 
exhibit installation but were not covered under 
the terms of the grant.  Our main checking ac-
count balance should soon improve when the 
state of New Jersey sends the balance due from 
the grant total now that the renovation is com-
plete, and the report back to the state has been 
approved.  We also expect reimbursement for 
previously approved renovation and repair work 
done to the Centennial Cottage this year from a 
Cottage related fund that is administered by the 
Camp Meeting Association. 
 
On the bright side, income from Walking Tours 
and donations made by visitors to the Centen-
nial Cottage are both up this year.  Sales from 
the renovated and expanded museum store have 
been strong and are also up over last year de-
spite a shortened season caused by renovation 
related museum opening delays this spring.   
Dan Garrow       
 
As of September 30, 2011, balances in our key 
accounts were: 
 

 
 
 

30-Sep-11 

Operational Account $27,549.70 

Fountain Fund $2,443.90 

Savings Account $829.78 

Angel of Victory Fund $6,705.75 
 

Mary Buckman Cottage 
Endowment Fund $5,232.74 

Endowment Fund $1,480.10 

Savings 18 mo CD $10,280.53 
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Since its founding in 1970, 
the Historical Society of 
Ocean Grove has pledged 
itself  to preserve,  
document, and encourage 
community interest in the 
history of Ocean Grove.  
The purpose of this non-
profit Society is to sustain 
the heritage and honor of 
being designated a Na-
tional Historic District.  A 
legacy of past tradition 
which in current practice is 
preserved and includes: 
 
• The Camp Meeting 

heritage of Ocean 
Grove and Ocean 
Grove’s unique history 

• The family seashore  
resort of natural 
beauty that has wel-
comed and delighted 
vacationers including 
U.S. presidents and 
other famous people 

• The Historic District 
buildings, structures, 
and objects that we 
control and maintain 

• The largest assem-
blage of authentic Vic-
torian  architecture in 
the nation established 
as a 19th century 
planned community. 
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Cottage Workshop Report           
 
Did you happen to walk by the gardens of Centennial Cottage 
this summer and see visitors intensely engaged in activities?  
The gardens hosted 55 people who participated in the summer 
workshop program sponsored by the Historical Society.  Our 
talented artists, Vicki Bacolo, Margaret Cotton, Carol Grant, 
Laura McHugh, and Mindy Shapiro presented educational pro-
grams which allowed participants to learn new skills, express 
their artistic abilities, and interact with others who share their 
passion for the arts.   
 
The summer may be a distant memory, but next year’s work-
shops are being developed at this time.  Our artists will be re-
turning to present new workshops and plans are being final-
ized to add at least two new artists.  Our calendar will be final-
ized in the late fall so please check our website and our page 
on Facebook at that time to view next summer’s calendar.  It is 
never too early to register.  Please call Susan at 732-774-1869      A highlight of the season was the crazy quilt workshop held 
for more information.  Mary Solecki    in the Museum gallery. 
            

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
       
           

 
 
 

Cottage Report 
 
Centennial Cottage experienced a successful season beginning with an early opening in May, as a participant in Monmouth 
County’s Weekend in Old Monmouth.  A number of historic sites throughout the county are invited to open for the public the first 
weekend in May and once again the cottage was privileged to be involved in that venture.  The Cottage season officially began 
on June 22 and was open to the public five days per week through Labor Day. Ocean Grove’s history was shared with over 1050 
visitors, and these people came from thirty-one states and ten countries.   
 
Centennial Cottage has been blessed with a wonderful group of docents who generously gave their time each week so visitors to 
Ocean Grove had the opportunity to learn its history. Ten new docents joined our family. The new docents are Lottie Smith; Kim 
Byham; Louise Olsham; Alice Force; Karen Cutillo; Irene Hayes; Tracy Morgan; Noreen Davidson; Carol Wiliesz; and Mark 
Kepperman.   We would like to thank them and look forward to working together next year. 
  
Finally, we must thank our senior docents who have dedicated much time throughout the years to Centennial Cottage.  These 
wonderful docents are Bill Massaro; Alice Singer; Carolyn Ripley; Margaret Cotton; Jeannie Buckley; Shirley Connolly; Mary 
Martin; Ruth Dowden; Jim Eberle; Herb Bachman; Andrea McGuire; and Scott McGuire. 
  
We all show signs of aging, and Centennial Cottage is no exception.  Everyone knows the elements can wreak havoc with Ocean 
Grove’s architecture and in order to preserve the cottage, John Case replaced the ballisters on the bottom porch and will be re-
placing the ballisters on the upper porch this fall. Our picket fence will also be replaced at this time. During the winter, plans will 
be developed to continue restoring this important piece of Ocean Grove’s history. Thank you all and we look forward to the 2012 
season.      Mary Solecki   
 

“Happy Birthday Marty” 
 
The family and friends of Marty Rakita celebrated a  pre- 
90th birthday at Centennial Cottage gardens. Marty, past 
president of the HSOG has been the heart and soul of the His-
torical Society for many years. A lifelong tenter, she is pres-
ently chairperson of the walking tours for the  
museum.    

IN MEMORY 
 

MARY BRYCE  JENNINGS 
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 HSOG displays 9/11 Memorabilia 
 
In honor of the 10th Anniversary of 9/11 and in anticipation 
of the Camp Meeting Association service, the HSOG spon-
sored window displays of memorabilia from that tragic 
event. All of the displayed objects were lent by the Chap-
lains who had been involved at ground zero after 9/11. 
 
Items in the first window included an American flag with 
the names of all those lost printed on the red and white 
stripes, a Chaplain’s hard hat and jacket with memorial 
patches, forty “Command Pins” from Port Authority of 
New York & New Jersey, steel beam shaped into a cross, 
high laced boots, and framed pieces of debris from the site. 
In the opposite window, a canvas which had hung outside 
St Paul’s Church (next to the Twin Towers) was displayed. 
First responders and volunteers to the site visited the church 
and wrote their thoughts and prayers on the canvas.    
 

Thousands viewed Empty Shoe Memorial 
 

The Empty Shoe Memorial sponsored by Star 99.1 radio 
station was displayed in Auditorium Park from September 
8 through September 12. There were 2,974 shoes and four 
pair of boots collected to represent the lives lost on 9/11 at 
the World Trade Center. 
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Library & Archives Report  
     
Kathy Arlt and I have been continuing the seemingly endless job of separating, categorizing and cataloging the 
enormous amount of paper and items in the archives.  Kathy has also been busy writing articles for the HSOG for 
Blogfinger.com.   The articles have been very interesting; it is so nice to see the information hidden in our archives 
come alive for everyone to read!  People don’t realize the enormous amount of wonderful items we have.  We try 
to use them in different exhibits in our Museum and gallery each year.  This year we helped celebrate the 125th 
Anniversary of the Stokes Fire Department.  There were several pieces of fire memorabilia including a vintage fire 
hat in the exhibit.  Our downstairs gallery has an exhibit of different styles of homes, and also antique mouse traps 
and kitchen gadgets that would have been found in these homes. 
As usual, we are looking for photos, letters, postcards or anything else from or about Ocean Grove. Many items 
have been lost due to the fires in Ocean Grove the past two years, so don’t wait!  We can scan your items and give 
you the original back if you don’t want to donate it. The summer is very busy for everyone, so during the fall and 
winter you can call, and we will set up an appointment for you to bring them to the Museum. 
Thank you to everyone who donated items to the Museum, especially Doris Kouril and Karla Herr for filling in 
some important missing information about The Great Auditorium summer events over the past years.          
              Harriet Russomano 
 

Museum Donations     Irene visited Ocean Grove in August 
 
Thank you to the following people who donated to our collections 
this year. 
   
Bill & Ruth Haase – vintage battery tester, soldering kit, ice shaver  
                 and sharpening stone 
Amy Stark – Typed family history along with photos of 96 & 96½  
                 Clark Avenue 
Elizabeth Roy – 1950’s metal ranch doll house with plastic furniture 
Nona Hammer – postcards 
Helen O’Neill – vintage clothing 
Kathleen MacMurray – plate showing views of Asbury Park &  
                 Ocean Grove 
Robert Martin – picture folders from the Hurricane of 1944 
Jerri Coppla – print of the Silver Sands Hotel 
The Neman Family – three copies of the OG Annual Reports 
Katheryn Hess – Photograph album of OG and AP 
Jean Buckley – Child’s bed set 
Linda Conselyea & Fred Ohleth -  building gingerbread 
Doris Kouril – three plates from Grove Hall & World Methodist  
                 Camp Meeting plates from 1984 
JoAnn Voorhes – Men’s black wool bathing suit 
Tom Manni – five antique books, framed pictures of the World 
    Trade Center and Eiffel Tower, framed Emmet the clown  
    picture 
Eleanor Balinsky – three Camp Meeting Annual Reports 
Richard Mulligan – two OG matted pictures, one Bradley Beach 
    matted picture 

 

 
     Though Irene devastated much of New Jersey, She spared  
     Ocean Grove. above: Waves did break over the fishing pier. 
            
     Left: Ocean Grove trees sustained minimal damage  
     throughout town.   
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Some of our Beersheba home winners 

 
 
 

“Blogfinger” and Fletcher Lake Commission win civic awards 
 
In June the Society again held the annual Beersheba Awards dinner at the Starving Artist Restaurant. At that time awards were 
given to homeowners, businesses, individuals and groups who have contributed their time, effort and resources to restore and/or 
generate activities that are in keeping with the historic and traditions of Ocean Grove. This year’s homeowner winners were;  82 
Abbott Avenue, 62 Broadway, 146 Broadway, 107 Central Avenue, 80 Clark Avenue, 61 Embury Avenue, 36 Main Avenue, 11 
Ocean Pathway, 26 Pitman Avenue, 15 Sea View, and 3 Surf Avenue. A New Construction award was given 132 Franklin Ave-
nue. A Commercial award was 64 Main Avenue for Dr. Whilden’s dental office. Individual civic was given to Dr. Paul Goldfin-
ger for his “Blogfinger”, an online blog of Ocean Grove news and opinions. A group civic award went to the Fletcher Lake Com-
mission of Ocean Grove and Bradley Beach for their citizen’s effort on preserving and maintaining Fletcher Lake. 
 

                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              26 Pitman Avenue 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               
              11 Ocean Pathway 
 
 

 
 
 
 

       80 Clark Avenue 
                       

         3 Surf Avenue  
              

        107 Central Avenue  
 

 36 Main Avenue   
     
       

Nominations for Beersheba Awards accepted as of April 15, 2012 
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Museum Report         
  
The Museum welcomed over 4,500 visitors plus one bat this 
summer! A few new items were added to the newly renovated 
Museum store, as well as open display shelving units for our 
merchandise. Our sales have increased significantly. 
 
Numerous positive comments have been received on our new 
look. Pictures that had been in the archives for many years are 
now on the walls. A highlight is the 1905 four color photograph 
of Ocean Pathway giving visitors a wonderful overview of past 
summers.  
 
 The Museum will remain open on Saturdays through Decem-
ber 17 and Sunday Dec, 11 for the dollhouse exhibit.                                             
Liz Ogden 

 
Authors Ted Bell ,Dr. Cindy Bell & Darrell Dufresne  presented  an 
overview of their book on the Great Auditorium on History Day. 
 

Walking Tour Report    
 
A total of 524 people have taken the walking tours in the 2011 
season. The tours would not be possible without our wonderful 
guides, Gail Shaffer, Ted Bell, Linda Bauer, and Bob Waitt. A 
special thank you to Mary Solecki and Julian Hamer for their 
help in serving refreshments at the Cottage for tour participants. 
Not to be forgotten is our Administrative Assistant, Susan, who 
is a rock and unflappable at scheduling and managing the tours. 
 
It is amazing that out of 524 participants there have been no 
negative comments concerning the tours. Improvements is al-
ways our goal; suggestions are most welcome.       Marty Rakita  
 
       

HSOG tour guide & docent, Linda Bauer greeting visitors in Museum 
 

HSOG restores urn and fountain 
 
Currently the HSOG is in the process of repairing the urn and 
fountain in Founders Park. Both of these objects are in need of 
restoration as time and weather have taken their toll. If you are 
interested in contributing to this fund, please send your contri-
butions to the Museum.   

Volunteers begin the restoration of the urn in Founders Park   



   

Don’t Miss Our Don’t Miss Our Don’t Miss Our 
Spring Broadway Spring Broadway Spring Broadway    

Theater ShowTheater ShowTheater Show   
Porgy & Bess,Porgy & Bess,Porgy & Bess,   
May 17, 2012May 17, 2012May 17, 2012   

www.oceangrovehistory.org 

 

We are always looking for new members to help preserve Ocean Grove History. 
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